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CHAP. V.

A further account of the Devil's conduct in imitat-
ing divine inspirations; something of the differ-
ence between them; and particularly of signs and
wonders, false as well as true, and the cheats of
the former.

HAVING observed how the Devil, in the infancy of
his correspondence with mankind, came to him,
and made his acquaintance by the same method
that God was pleased to reveal himself on occasions
of the greatest importance ; it would be very much
to the advantage of our present inquiry, if we could
come at some more particulars in the respective ap-
pearances, and know something of the difference in
them; that so for the future we might distinguish
our modern inspirations, and not oblige the Devil so
much, or his favourites either, as to flatter their va-
nity with thinking they are divinely inspired, when,
as I said before, they are only deluded with the en-
thusiasms of hell, and imposed upon by mother Eve's
toad at their ears, that is to say, by the whispers of
the Devil.

That God was pleased to reveal himself to his
servants of old by vision and dream, is evident,
besides the examples mentioned before, from his
own declaration, that this was the way he resolved
to transact with them, Numb. xii. 6 : If there be a
prophet among you^ I the Lord will make myself
known to him in a vision., and will speak unto him
in a dream. My servant Moses is not so, (that is
to say, was more than so,) with him will I speak